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On page 10, line 19, change "also" to - Also -. 
On page 17, line 26, change "move"^J)e^ more 



IN THE CLAIMS: 



Please amend the claims as follows. 



(amended) A lifting assembly arranged to lift an object whi^h has a width 
dimension and is at least partially surrounded by a baser surface which has 
a substantial horizontal alignment component, such ^rs a manhole cover 
surrounded by a paved or ground surface, said as^mDiy compnsing: 
a) a base support assembly comprising: 

i. a beam structure which has a lengthy(rise axis, is adapted to be 
positioned above the object, and hy^s a length dimension greater 
than the width dimension of the oi)ject, said beam structure 
having a first pivot end andtb ^cond mobile end [;] spaced from 
one another a sufficient distanc^o\thatit=^beam structure can 
be placed over the object tc/lie lifte^. with the first and second 
ends engaging the base sdrface in load bearing relationship on 
o pposite sides of the object to be lifted, said beam structure 
being [a] the primary lyad carrying structure relative to the 
object to be lifted; 

a pivot support con/iect to the beam structure and located at the 
pivot end thereof,yand arranged to support the pivot end of the 
beam structure from the base surface [;] at a substantially 
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stJ Pnary base surface pivot lo i ilii ii 1 1 ii^k k h i il the object 
to be lifted during movement of the lifting assembly: 
iii. a mobile support connected to the beam structure and located 
at the mobile end thereof, and arranged4o support the mobile 
end of the beam structure form the b§rse surface on an opposite 
side of the object to be lifted , saidyiobile support having a 
mobile base surface engaging [Fneans] portion to enable the 
mobile support to be moved Imerally over the base surface; 
b) a lifting mechanism mounted ^ tj?<^-{b^se support assembly] beam 



structure between the pivot s 



comprising a lift connectior 



^andthe m^le support and 

object and an [actuating 



)id 



engage 

means] actuator acting tt^out^Rssaidj^ to lift said object 

whereby said lifting assembly can be positioned over said object with the 
pivot support being or^ne side of said object and the mobile support 
being on an opposhe side of said object, so that said lifting mechanism is 
able to raise said^bject, and the mobile support of said lifting assembly 
can be movegj/fateraily so as to move said object about said pivot support. 



Please cancel claim 2. 
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In claim 3, line 2, change "means" to -portion-. 



In claim 4, line 2, change "means" to -portion-. 



Please add the following new Independent claim 21 . 



21 . A lifting assembly arranged to lift an object which has a width dimension 
and is at least partially surrounded by a base surtace which has a 
substantial horizontal alignment component, such as a manhole cover 
surrounded by a paved or ground surface, said assembly comprising: 
a) a base support assembly comprising: 

i. a beam structure which has a lengthwise axis, is adapted to be 
positioned above the object, and has a length dimension greater 
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th4|[he width dimension of the object, beam structure 
having a first pivot end and a second mobile end; 

ii. a pivot support connected to the beam structure and located at 
the pivot end thereof, and arranged to support the pivot end of 
the beam structure from the base surface; 

iii. a mobile support connected to the beam structure and located 
at the mobile end thereof, and arranged to support the mobile 
end of the beam structure from the base surface, said mobile 
support having mobile support having mobile base surface 
engaging means to enable the mobile support to be moved 
laterally over the base surface; 

b) a lifting mechanism mounted to the base support assembly and 
comprising a lift connection to engage said object and an actuating 
means to lift said object, said lift connection comprising a pair of collet 
fingers adapted to be positioned in a lift opening of said object, and 
expander to expand collet fingers outwardly to come into gripping 
engagement with the surface of said lift opening, 
whereby said lifting assembly can be positioned over said object with the pivot 
support being on one side of said object and the mobile support being on an 
opposite side of said object, so that said lifting mechanism is able to raise said 
object, and said lifting assembly can be moved laterally so as to move said 
object. 



REMARKS 

An Information Disclosure Statement (PTO-form 1449) is enclosed, to 
insure the file in this application is complete. All of the patents in this statement 
were cited in the earlier application(s) and thus are familiar to the Examiner. 
Accordingly, to keep the bulk of the file under control, the copies of these patents 
listed are not enclosed. 

In the last Office Action in the parent application, claims 1 through 9 and 
also claim 13 were rejected first under 35 U.S.C. 102 (e) as being anticipated by 
Eckloff et al. Also, These same claims were rejected on the basis of a 
combination of references under 35 USC 103 (a). Claim 10 was objected to as 
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